Code Number Name Comment Response
C1l SOL 1 Linda L. Jones A. Problem: State Hwy #908 (85th Street) Exit 18 off 405 Thank you. Improvements to SR 908 are included within the City of
8725 126th Ave NE 1) Traffic is at Peak and Volumn is increasing rapidly. Kirkland's plans and the I-405 Corridor Program action alternatives.
Kirkland, WA 98033 2) Vehicles are backing up into the exit ramp that heads east by the These include limited widening of SR 908 in the vicinity of the 1-405
Agency: Public Lee Johnson's Chevrolet car dealership. ramps and transittHOV improvements along 85th to Redmond. The I-
3) West bound traffic is backing up for miles daily into Redmond. 405 Corridor Program did not evaluate specific intersection issues
4) 85th Street Corridor Study allocated more business zoning east of given its programmatic nature.
Costco by 90th St.
B. General Cause:
1) Cars turning left (north) onto 120th Ave NE, 122nd Ave NE, and
124th Ave NE, the left turns are so long from the volumn turning left
(north), it holds up the flow of vehicles driving west from Redmond.
C. Solution Suggestion:
A fly over bridge connecting the east bound exit off I-405 to 90th
Street/Business District and Costco a) or a lower exit from 1-405 like
Totem Lake 124th Street exit. If vehicles turning left north onto 120th
Ave NE, 122nd Ave NE and 124th Ave NE were to take an exit that
feeds to 90th Street, then an exit that extends to 90th Street will
eliminate long traffic stop signals delays from left (or northbound) turn
onto 120th, 122nd and 124th Aves. Therefore eastbound traffic on
Hwy 908/85th St from Redmond will flow more smoothly. (See Figure
in original correspondence)
c2 SOL 1 David L. Thomas | believe that with a continually increasing number of travelors on the I- | Thank you for your comment.
17408 NE 19th Place | 405 Corridor, neither of the two expensive alternatives, (1) increasing
Bellevue, WA 98008- | the number of lanes or (2) rail transit will reduce traffic congestion to
3135 acceptable levels.
Agency: Public
c2 TR 1 David L. Thomas The major effort must be directed to increasing the number of The idea of informal carpools has been used in limited locations around
17408 NE 19th Place | occupants per vehicle. Better bus service would help. But many more the United States. Also, there is beginning to be some limited
Bellevue, WA 98008- | people could be encouraged to share private vehicles if car pools could | experience with what are called "locational efficient mortgages”,
3135 be created each day. including within the Seattle area. This concept provides a slightly
Agency: Public Similar to the system in Singapore, people should be encouraged to reduced home mortgage rate for those who locate near transit service.
pick up passengers at bus stops. Drivers willing to pick up passengers | The same idea could be applied to moving closer to work. Both of
might register and receive cards for displaying their destinations and these strategies fit within the demonstrations component of the TDM
sign up sheets for the passengers they pick up. program.
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They would be rewarded for each passenger they transport. They
might also give a receipt to the passengers, so the passengers could
be rewarded. The result would be that at any time, a driver or
passenger could go to a nearby buss stop to participate in a carpool.
This would be a low cost alternative to more cement or more rail, and
serve neighborhoods better.
Another possible strategy is to reward people who move closer to their
place of work, perhaps by paying for the shortened commutes. Thanks.
C3 ALT 1 George Joi [ would like to echo the reservations made by several citizens against Your concern was presented to the decisionmakers; however, the
8221 122nd Ave NE adding two general purpose lanes in each direction on [-405. Preferred Alternative does include up to two additional lanes in each
Kirkland direction on I-405. For a full description of the alternatives, including
Agency: Public the Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter
2 of the Final EIS.
C3 N 1 George Joi I live 2 blocks east of 1-405 and there is a significant drone of traffic Traffic noise in the 1-405 corridor will increase in the future under all of
8221 122nd Ave NE from 1-405 almost round the clock. 4 additional lanes will certainly the alternatives, including No Action. Even if the maximum noise levels
Kirkland increase this sound to a roar and dramatically reduce the livability of do not increase, the number of hours per day with high traffic volumes
Agency: Public our neighbourhood. will increase. At this program stage, the potential for noise increases
A large number of communities will be negatively impacted by the under each of the alternatives has been evaluated. Noise impacts at
sound and congestion on the arterial streets. specific locations along the corridor, along with mitigation measures
such as noise walls (noise reduction) will be evaluated as detailed
project designs are developed for specific corridor transportation
improvements.
One of the goals of the I-405 Corridor Program is to reduce congestion
and associated impacts on the local arterial network. The capacity
expansions on I-405 contained in the Preferred Alternative would shift
some traffic back to I-405 from the arterials.
C3 ALT 2 George Joi There must instead be an increased emphasis on effective and efficient | Alternative 3 attempts to provide improved mobility for all travel modes,
8221 122nd Ave NE ways to transport people. Express lanes for transit is a good idea. including transit. Table 2.2-1 of the Final EIS shows the elements
Kirkland There needs to be a strong incentive for people to switch to other included in Alternative 3. Similar to Alternative 3, the Preferred

Agency: Public

modes of transportation. | don't see this incentive in alternative 3.

Alternative is a multimodal solution that includes bus rapid transit
operating in improved access HOV lanes. For a full description of the
alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and why it was
advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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C4 ALT 1 Lacey Stuart | strongly oppose Alternative 4: the BNSF Alignment. Please don't Alternative 4 did not include putting a freeway within the Burlington
11804 SE 5th St consider putting a freeway along the railroad because it would 1) be Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad alignment, as implied in your
Bellevue, WA 98005 | destroying a historic landmark and 2) cause many people to be comment. Alternatives 1 and 2 proposed a physically separated fixed-
Agency: Public uprooted. guideway high-capacity transit system within the BNSF alignment. The
Preferred Alternative does not include a change in the current use of
the BNSF right-of-way. The I-405 Corridor Program Executive
Committee sent a letter expressing support for preservation of the
BNSF right-of-way and corridor to the appropriate agencies. For a full
description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS. Please
note that Alternative 1 would not meet the adopted purpose and need
for the 1-405
Corridor Program because of its inability to provide meaningful long-
term improvement in general purpose mobility, freight mobility, or
reduction in foreseeable traffic congestion. The basis for this
conclusion is discussed in greater detail under operational impacts in
Section 3.12.4.2 of the Final EIS.
C5 ALT 1 Lesley Stuart | definitely oppose Alternative 4 BNSF Alignment. Please do not even Please see response to comment C4.ALT-1.
11804 SE 5th St consider a freeway where the current railway is. Part of that path runs
Bellevue, WA 98005 | directly through a historic neighborhood (from 1903!)
Agency: Public
Cé ALT 1 Mark Allen I would like to see the BNSF right of way reserved for non-motorised The Preferred Alternative does not include a change in the current use
12021 SE 11th St use only, especially thru downtown Bellevue. of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad right-of-way. The
Bellevue, WA 98005 I-405 Corridor Program Executive Committee sent a letter expressing
Agency: Public support for preservation of the BNSF right-of-way and corridor to the
appropriate agencies. The Preferred Alternative does, however,
include many corridor pedestrian and bicycle improvements. Please
see Appendix B of the Final EIS for a list of the corridor pedestrian and
bicycle improvements contained in the Preferred Alternative. For a full
description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
Cé N 1 Mark Allen If transit is put in this corridor | would expect it to have noise walls. The current plans are conceptual in nature and do not show project
12021 SE 11th St Stacked car lanes would need walls on the upper level that are not details. When detailed project designs are developed, noise impacts
Bellevue, WA 98005 | currently shown on the plans. will be determined from the individual transit and roadway design
Agency: Public elements and specific mitigation will be evaluated.
c7 0 1 Claire Denq Don't spend money on something un-effective. "Decentralize" a little Thank you for your comment.
3342 165th PINE should do it.
Bellevue, WA 98008
Agency: Public
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C8 SOL 1 Roxann Ketch - Bus rapid transit needs to be the highest priority. The Preferred Alternative contains a bus rapid transit system operating
14240 SE 18th St, D- | - Removing large truck traffic to dedicated lanes or increase rail in improved access HOV lanes, as well as other substantial
4 transport would aid overall flow. improvements including park-and-ride lots, transit stations, bicycle and
Bellevue 98007 - Improve P&R lots to allow for rapid commutes. Make freeway stations | pedestrian facilities, and truck freight enhancements. The Preferred
Agency: Public accessible and comfortable. Alternative also includes up to two additional lanes in each direction on
- Avoid widening I-405 due to high cost of right-of-ways. Building more | 1-405 to help reduce congestion and improve mobility across all
only brings more. transportation modes. For a full description of the alternatives,
Alternative 2 shows balance in the approach if widening I-405 is including the Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please
removed.- Every effort should be made to improve hicyle and see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
pedestrian access.
C9 SOL 1 Mike Losh Please do not create another "viaduct" like structure along Lake The 1-405 Corridor Program does not propose a viaduct along Lake
9700 SE 61st Place Washington. More lanes are a very short term solution if at all. Washington. The Preferred Alternative does contain a bus rapid transit
Mercer Island, WA Concentrate on rapid transit and other ride share incentives. system operating in improved access HOV lanes and substantial
98040 commitments to TDM and ride-share options, as well as up to two
Agency: Public additional lanes in each direction on 1-405 and a wide range of arterial
improvements. For a full description of the alternatives, including the
Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS.
C9 0 1 Mike Losh Extra lanes add lots of runoff into Lake Washington. Increase noise Thank you for your comments regarding runoff, noise, and congestion.
9700 SE 61st Place and eventually more congestion effective many neighborhoods.
Mercer Island, WA
98040
Agency: Public
c9 SOL |2 Mike Losh Lastly if possible develop alternative routes for better collateral Thank you for your comment regarding alternative routes. Please refer
9700 SE 61st Place circulation rather than just growing a single corridor -- once it gets to the response to your comment C9.SOL-1.
Mercer Island, WA conjested/jammed due to colume accidents etc -- there are no
98040 alternatives
Agency: Public
c9 0 2 Mike Losh Please don't ruin the south part of Lake Washington -- few cities have | Thank you for your comment.
9700 SE 61st Place such a great natural asset.
Mercer Island, WA
98040
Agency: Public
Cl0 |O 1 Gordon E. Alberti Solve the $ problem and build the damn highway -- in 38 yrs nothing Thank you for your comment.
17414 N.E. 35th P has been done!
Redmond, WA 98052
Agency: Public
Cl1 There is no correspondence numbered C11. This gap in the
comments sequence is the result of a coding error
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C12 There is no correspondence numbered C12. This gap in the
comments sequence is the result of a coding error.
C13 | ALT 1 David F. Plummer 1. Please implement the "No Action” alternative as it has the least cost, | Based on the analytical results discussed in Section 3.12.4.1 of the
14414 NE 14th Place | and least total impact on the environment of the I-405 corridor. Final EIS, the No Action Alternative would not be effective in meeting
Bellevue, WA 98007 the adopted purpose and need for the 1-405 Corridor Program because
Agency: Public of its inability to provide meaningful long-term improvement in general
purpose mobility, freight mobility, or reduction in foreseeable traffic
congestion. For a full description of the alternatives, including the
Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS.
C13 | SOL 1 David F. Plummer 2. The need for expanded capacity in the I-405 corridor is driven Changes to the Washington State Office of Financial Management
14414 NE 14th Place | primarily by the excessive population and job/employment allocations population and employment allocations and to the region’s Urban
Bellevue, WA 98007 | from the Washington State OFM, and by the restrictions imposed by Growth Area boundaries are outside the scope of this EIS. These are
Agency: Public the Urban Growth Area boundaries in the Puget Sound Region. If these | elements of the regional land use and transportation planning
artificial restrictions were removed, the demand for increased capacity | framework that has been adopted by the Puget Sound Regional
in the I-405 corridor would be significantly reduced. This alternative Council and the local jurisdictions. The I-405 Corridor Program
should be extensively and vigorously evaluated before proceeding alternatives are intended to function within this adopted planning
further. framework and be generally consistent with it. In addition, your
suggestions are not considered to be reasonable and feasible because
they conflict with the purpose of the proposed action, which includes
accommodating planned growth.
Cl4 | TR 1 Bill Grundhaus 1) I would like to know what value Proposal #5 people have put onthe | There is no Alternative 5 in the I-405 Corridor Program Draft EIS. The
7001 Ripley Lane N. number of people that will be killed crossing the BNSF crossing Preferred Alternative does not include a change in the current use of
Renton, WA 98056 between Gene Coulon Park and 1-90, to say nothing on the area north | the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad right-of-way. The I-
Agency: Public of 1-90 405 Corridor Program Executive Committee sent a letter expressing
support for preservation of the BNSF right-of-way and corridor to the
appropriate agencies. Please refer to the response to comment
E66.SOL-1.
C14 | SOL 1 Bill Grundhaus 2) Whats wrong with providing free bus service to see who wants to Elimination of transit fares was not advanced for detailed study
7001 Ripley Lane N. rise and where they live before we spend any money on a rail system because it did not meet the adopted purpose and need for the 1-405
Renton, WA 98056 Corridor Program. This and the other reasons for not advancing this
Agency: Public alternative are discussed in Section 2.2.7 on page 2-22 of the Draft
EIS.
C15 | ALT 1 Richard Cole | prefer alt. 3 or 4. Neither alternative is what | would have done. The Preferred Alternative is similar to Alternative 3. For a full
POB 612 However, we must move on and do it now. Please get this project description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
Redmond, WA 98072 | designed so that we can concentrate on finding the funding. why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
Agency: Public Do NOT support "#5" it would be a disaster for the Bellevue/Redmond
area.
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Cl16 | ALT 1 Wil Nelson Build Alternative #3, but set defined goals and if those goals/subgoals | The Preferred Alternative is similar to Alternative 3. For a full
5122 - 155th PI SE are not met stop the project. description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
Bellevue, WA 98006 why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
Agency: Public
Cl7 | O 1 Mike Nienaber Please just do it! Thank you for your comment.
7829 NE 14th St
Medina, WA 98039
Agency: Public
C18 | ALT 1 Randy Hale Having lived in NYC I can attest to the fact that when there is excellent | The Preferred Alternative includes a substantial investment in public
2550 12th Ave. W public transportation available, it is used. transportation, including a bus rapid transit system operating
Seattle, WA 98119 Having also lived in Southern California | can slo attest to the throughout the study area and an approximately 70 percent increase in
Agency: Public nightmare driving can become when more lanes are the solution to transit service. For a full description of the alternatives, including the
traffic. Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2
Please consider public transportation alternatives so the beautiful of the Final EIS.
pacific northwest does not become LA.
C19 | TR 1 Cindy Colombi As an employee of PACCAR Parts Division | would like the option of Telecommuting is one of the strategies included within the TDM
1013 North 31st St telecommuting 1-2/days per week. Or, four ten-hour days, thus one program. Funds would be used to expand the work of the Commuter
Renton, WA 98056 less day on the already congested freeway. Challenge Program, which both promotes the concept and works with
Agency: Public Is the coporate community decision makers working with this plan? individual companies to develop telecommuting programs. While
telecommuting has been increasing, it has been doing so at a slow
rate. Telecommuting can require substantial changes in how
companies do business.
C20 | TR 1 George Hadley Article on top of Developing Concepts chart (Peyton Whitely of Seattle | The current level of congestion on 1-405 is estimated to be 7 hours. It
1401 SW 172 Times) says evening rush hour would be 250% worse in 2020 if would remain 7 hours in 2020 if nothing is done, but congestion on
Normandy Park nothing done. If the congestion would be 7 hrs in 2020 if nothing is other freeways and arterials would increase by 1 to 2 hours.
98166 done and 4 1/2 hrs for Alt 4 (per chart Environmental Effect Compared
Agency: Public to Transportation Performance) does that mean congestion is about 2
1/2 hours now?
C21 | SOL 1 Robert Moyer Comment 1. Currently south end of I-405 is short changed. North of I- | The analysis for the freeway lanes included in each alternative
12207 SE 47th St 90 3 lanes; south of -90 2 lanes (ignoring car pool). Regional growth is | examined the relative volumes and impacts for each segment along I-
Bellevue, WA 98006 | to south and east. Need an extra lane (in any proposal) between 1-90 405. Additional work was performed on lane balance issues
Agency: Public and I-5 (south end), particularly between SR 167 and I-5. Increasing throughout the corridor during the development of the Preferred
lanes between SR 167 and I-5 should be done as an interim solution, Alternative. There are several segments along I-405 that will require
with an extra lane between SR 167 and 1-90 next as an interim more or fewer lanes based upon traffic and operational characteristics.
solution. The above comment applies to final solution as well. The Preferred Alternative would provide up to two additional lanes in
each direction on 1-405. For a full description of the alternatives,
including the Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please
see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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C21 |sOL |2 Robert Moyer Comment 2. To speed traffic, prohibit trucks from left lane between I-5 | Please refer to the response to your comment C21.SOL-1.
12207 SE 47th St and north bottom of Kennydale Hill.
Bellevue, WA 98006
Agency: Public
c21 |soL |3 Robert Moyer Comment 3. The Interim solution to eliminate collector distributor Thank you for your comment regarding priorities for potential solutions.
12207 SE 47th St merge (southbound 405 to south 167 and north 167 to south 405 15)
Bellevue, WA 98006 | should be higher priority.
Agency: Public
C21 |SOL |4 Robert Moyer Comment 4. Alternative 3 should be implemented with extra lanes The Preferred Alternative is similar to Alternative 3. For a full
12207 SE 47th St between 1-90 and I5 south through Renton. description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
Bellevue, WA 98006 why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
Agency: Public
C22 | SOL 1 George Hadley | would characterize Alt One as nearly pure transit while the other 3 Alternative 4 would provide the greatest increase in general purpose
1401 SW 172nd vary from mostly transit down to a fair amount of transit. Where is the capacity, followed by the Preferred Alternative. For a full description of
Normandy Park General Purpose Lane alternative? We the public have been listening | the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and why it was
98166 to the idea that transit will get all those others off the road for years advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
Agency: Public now. We are starting to figure out that all the others thought we were
going to take transit. | reality none of us want to get off the roads and
be herded into buses like sheep. Please build the roads!!!
| believe that the reason the governor wouldn't and won't submit his
and WashDOT's plans to the public for a vote is that he (deep in his
heart) realize the voters do not want huge new taxes for more transit.
We want roads and until we get them we will vote against any schemes
to tax us for things we don't want.
C23 | ALT 1 Richard Tait 1. Strongly prefer Alt 3. It is by far the most cost effective way of The Preferred Alternative is similar to Alternative 3. For a full

3312 - 81st Place SE
Mercer Island, WA
98040

Agency: Public

addressing congestion.

Environmental aspects are little worse than alts 2 or 3, and in many
cases actually better.

2. HCT is not cost effective at all

3. BRT is useful; but cannot substitute for additional general purpose
roadway

4. Increased capacity (general purpose and transit) on SR 520 is
extremely important. This lake crossing for traffic to/from the area
north/northeast of Bellevue is essential if congestion through Bellevue
on 1405 is to be controlled -- that traffic should not hanve to pass
through Bbellevue in order to cross the lake.

5. A cost-effective solution to congestion should be our top priority --
not social engineering. We have grown fast, and total road capacity
has fallen way behind.

description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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C24 | SOL 1 Tom Brennan | am in favor of more lanes. Thank you for your comment regarding lane capacity. The Preferred
4121 SE 3rd P I own a small, growing company (painting contractor) in Renton, with Alternative would provide up to two additional lanes in each direction
Renton WA 98059 three employees. We all are singal occupied vehicals, because we go | on I-405. For a full description of the alternatives, including the
Agency: Public to job sites that change location monthly or weekly. We also need to Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2
take equipment and meterials to the job sites, which makes commuter | of the Final EIS
transit impractical. There for we are in favor of more lanes.
C24 | TR 1 Tom Brennan Are company is expanding only through word of mouth advertising. Are | The travel forecasts included a wide range of small to large commercial
4121 SE 3rd P vehicals are not highly publisized commrcial vehicals, which were most | vehicles.
Renton WA 98059 likely not counted in any road servay.
Agency: Public
C25 | SOL 1 Carol Nielsen | encourage you to consider "alternative 5." There is no Alternative 5 in the 1-405 Corridor Program Draft EIS; it is
12915 NE 94th St. Studies show that within five years of completion, new highway lanes assumed that you are referring to the proposal identified by Sensible
Kirkland, WA 98033 are filled to capacity. What will we do then? Build even more lanes? Solutions for 405. For a full description of the alternatives, including
Agency: Public And what after that? the Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter
We are following in the footsteps (or tiretracks) of Los Angeles if we 2 of the Final EIS. Please refer to the response to comment E66.SOL-
solve our traffic problems by building more freeway lanes. Is this really | 1.
the example we want to follow?
C26 | SOL 1 Mike Manderscheid The best solution for 1-405 would be an express bus system attractive | Thank you for your comment regarding express bus service. The
16005 NE 41st Ct enough to compete with driving: Preferred Alternative would provide a bus rapid transit system
Redmond, WA 98052 | * Several major routes with service past midnight. operating in improved access HOV lanes and an approximately 70
Agency: Public * Minimum transfers (e.g. one route all the way from Lynnwood to percent increase in transit service, as well as up to two additional lanes
Auburn/Federal Way via Bellevue) in each direction on 1-405. For a full description of the alternatives,
* We really need a bus route that links I-405 with including the Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please
Overlake/Crossroads/Eastgate. Ideally the route would be Everett- see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS
Bothell 405 Freeway stops - Totem Lake 405 Freeway stop - Overlake
- Crossroads - Eastgate - Factoria - 405 - Renton - Southcenter... (All-
day core route)
* Make the Woodinville-Seattle portion of metro route 311 an all-day
core route. Add freeway stops at Totem Lake, Houghton.
* More peak-hour service
C27 | TR 1 Marcia Stedman 1. If you build it, they will come. Please see response to comment E66.SOL-1 related to induced travel
18715 92nd Ave NE
Bothell, WA 98011
Agency: Public
C27 | TR 2 Marcia Stedman 2. More lanes beget more traffic. Please see response to comment E66.SOL-1 related to induced travel.
18715 92nd Ave NE
Bothell, WA 98011
Agency: Public
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C27 | TR 3 Marcia Stedman 3. We need an alternative to the passenger automobile. The range of alternatives include several choices to use of the
18715 92nd Ave NE passenger automobile.
Bothell, WA 98011
Agency: Public
C27 | TR 4 Marcia Stedman 4. The road we have now is empty for a number of hours each day, [-405 is crowded for many hours during the day outside of the peak
18715 92nd Ave NE horrible as rush-hour is. hours.
Bothell, WA 98011
Agency: Public
C27 | COST |1 Marcia Stedman 5. It costs too much — we need better use of the infrastructure we Thank you for your comment regarding cost. Please see response to
18715 92nd Ave NE already have. comment E66.SOL-1.
Bothell, WA 98011
Agency: Public
C27 | SOL 1 Marcia Stedman 6. We need to have a public transport system in place on the Eastside | The Preferred Alternative would implement a high-capacity transit
18715 92nd Ave NE to integrate with Regional Sound Transit if that ever gets off the system throughout the study area using bus rapid transit (BRT) and
Bothell, WA 98011 ground. includes up to a 70 percent increase in transit service. This would
Agency: Public integrate with existing Sound Transit Regional Express service on the
eastside, as well as Sound Transit's Sounder commuter rail service
and planned Link light rail service. For a full description of the
alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and why it was
advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
C27 | TR 5 Marcia Stedman 7. There will always be a bottleneck somewhere, unless you have a The alternatives include examination of dedicated transit (Alternatives
18715 92nd Ave NE dedicated roadway, such as rail — mono or bi — or a separated bus 1, 2, 3) and roadway (Alternative 4) projects. Please note that
Bothell, WA 98011 lane. Alternative 1 would not meet the adopted purpose and need for the I-
Agency: Public 405 Corridor Program because of its inability to provide meaningful
long-term improvement in general purpose mobility, freight mobility, or
reduction in foreseeable traffic congestion. The basis for this
conclusion is discussed in greater detail under operational impacts in
Section 3.12.4.2 of the Final EIS. For a full description of the
alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and why it was
advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
C27 | TR 6 Marcia Stedman 8. We just finished a widening project on the Bellevue — North Creek The northern portion of I-405 will likely be in the last phase of
18715 92nd Ave NE portion, and now we te going to disrupt the area again with construction. Please refer to the Final EIS Section 2.2.7 for a
Bothell, WA 98011 construction? discussion of potential scheduling for the proposed Preferred
Agency: Public Alternative improvements.
C27 | O 1 Marcia Stedman 9. The single-passenger car is a tremendous waste of resources steel, | Thank you for your comment.
18715 92nd Ave NE oil, gas, concrete, air pollution.

Bothell, WA 98011
Agency: Public
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c28 | O 1 George Hadley You need to consider how much your plans will be affected when the Thank you for your comment.
1401 SW 172nd zombie that is Sound Transit’ Light Rail project is finally declared
Normandy Park dead!
98166 “You will have to pry my cold, dead fingers off the steering wheel”
Agency: Public
C29 | TR 1 George Hadley I think | found “THEcritical data buried in the Environmental Effects The Preferred Alternative and Alternatives 3 and 4 reduce traffic
1401 SW 172 Compared to Transportation Performance chart. In the middle figure is | congestion on 1-405 to levels that are below current levels, despite a 50
Normandy Park the number of hours per day of congestion in 2020 showing no change | percent increase in travel demand in the corridor. Alternative 2 makes
98166 for Alt 1 (about 7 hrs per day) down to about 4.5 hours per day for modest improvements in congestion along I-405. None of the
Agency: Public Alternative 4. This is in 2020 mind you after 1-405 has been disrupted alternatives reduces the congestion levels to zero.
for 17 years of construction. | would like to see the plan to reduce that
to ZERO! How many lanes would it take? What else to we have to do —
e.g. 1-605?
C30 | O 1 George Hadley Alt 5 (Sensible Solutions) has a chart quoting a Fairbanks, Maslin, There is no Alternative 5 in the 1-405 Corridor Program EIS. The chart
1401 SW 172 Maullin & Associates, 2000) survey that asserts that 56% of voters say | quoting a Fairbanks, Maslin, Maullin & Associates (2000) survey was
Normandy Park ‘Expand Transit”while only 25% say ‘build more roads”Have they displayed by the Sensible Solutions for 405, not the I-405 Corridor
98166 provided the basis for that assertion (eg. exactly who was surveyed, Program, at the Draft EIS hearings held September 18-20, 2001.
Agency: Public what questions were asked (eg. exactly how the questions were Fairbanks, Maslin, Maullin & Associates informed WSDOT that the
phrased), etc. to WSDOT or any public agency? Is that information in referenced survey was conducted for a private entity, the "No on
the public domain? Where could it be found if public? Initiative-745" campaign, on August 12-15, 2000; that it cannot be
released without the campaign's authorization; and that the campaign
is no longer in existence. (Personal telephone communication between
Dave Metz, Fairbanks, Maslin, Maullin & Associates, and Christina
Martinez, WSDQOT, on February 5, 2002.)
The co-lead agencies respectfully request that questions regarding
information produced by the Sensible Solutions for 405 be directed to
the Sensible Solutions group. At the time of publication of this
document, Sensible Solutions for 405 can be reached via telephone at
(206) 298-9338 or on the internet at http://www.405solutions.org/.
C31 | ALT 1 Beverly J. Gagnier | prefer more emphasis on public transportation however, being a The Preferred Alternative is similar to Alternative 3 and includes
12390 SE 41st Ln. realist, | know that wont work here. substantial investments in public transportation, including a bus rapid
Bellevue, WA 98006- | So | go for Alternative 3. transit system operating in improved access HOV lanes and an
5209 approximately 70 percent increase in transit service. For a full
Agency: Public description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
C32 There is no correspondence numbered C32. This gap in the
comments sequence is the result of a coding error
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Final EIS
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Code Number Name Comment Response
C33 | SOL 1 Patricia Simone | favor Alternative 5: the Triple Win Alternative. (SS405) There is no Alternative 5 in the 1-405 Corridor Program Draft EIS; it is
21036 196 Ave S.E 1) Less that half the cost assumed that you are referring to the proposal identified by Sensible
Renton, WA 98058 2) Two new lanes for the most congested area (Tukwila to 1-90) Solutions for 405. Like the Sensible Solutions proposal, the Preferred
Agency: Public 3) Less than one-half the time to complete Alternative provides for strategic freeway and arterial improvements, an
4) Less than 1/3 of surface-water runoff and water pollution impact aggressive transportation demand management and trip reduction
5) More emphasis on reduced trips and jobs and housing within program, and increased emphasis for transit-oriented development.
walking/bike riding of Transit Centers. For a full description of the alternatives, including the Preferred
Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final
EIS. Please refer to the response to comment E66.SOL-1.
C34 | TR 1 Bob Josephson | support alternative 3. It is the only plan that can possibly work now The Preferred Alternative is similar to Alternative 3. Both alternatives
10202 NE 30 P! and for the future. have been designed to current standards and include design concepts
Bellevue, WA 98004 | However, as it is designed, do not squeeze the right of way and to minimize right-of-way acquisitions and maximize future flexibility.
Agency: Public roadways to the absolute minimum. There has to be enough room to The Preferred Alternative does not include preservation of the
provide for the future. Probably not more lanes but ITS equipment or Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad right-of-way; however,
columns for a PRT or mono-rail system or ----. Some reasonable level | the I-405 Corridor Program Executive Committee sent a letter
of future flexibility is a must. Dont make the I-90 mistake. expressing support for preservation of the BNSF right-of-way and
| support the BRT facilities. However the operating costs need to be corridor to the appropriate agencies. For a full description of the
supported by the users. Enough RW needs to be locked up to alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and why it was
extend/build exclusive busways for the full corridor (or the rail corridor) | advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
in the future, It just needs to be locked up now.
L1 ALT 1 Charlie Hafenbrack On behalf of the Bellevue Downtown Association (BDA), we would like | The Preferred Alternative is similar to Alternative 3. For a full

(Chair, Board of
Directors), Leslie
Lloyd (President)
500 108th Ave NE,
Suite 210

Bellevue WA 98004
Agency: Bellevue
Downtown
Association

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS

to offer our support for the selection of Alternative 3 as the Preferred
Alternative of the 1-405 Corridor Program. The BDA has been a
supporter of the improvements outline in Alternative 3 for a number of
months now and we a re encouraged to discover that the DEIS has

shown this alternative performs even better than our initial assessment.

CR-11

description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.




Code Number Name

Comment

Response

The BDA has long felt that reducing congestion on 1-405 will improve
our quality of life by giving us more time for things we enjoy. Of the all
the alternatives, Alternative 3 is the most cost-effective and the most
efficient. This is critical in a time when budgets are constrained and
with the realization that 1-405 is the lifeblood for the Eastside and the
State s high tech economy.

The BDA has had a long-standing commitment to support the creation
of additional general-purpose capacity along this corridor. Although
Alternative 3 does not go as far as Alternative 4 in its emphasis on GP
lanes, we feel that Alternative 3 creates a balance between various
model factions that we can ill afford to ignore or delay.

Similarly, Alternative 3 will allow our community to continue to meet the
requirements of the Growth Management Act. By developing the
infrastructure needed within the Urban Growth Boundaries we can
continue to encourage people to locate within the urban areas of
Bellevue, especially within Downtown. At the same time Alternative 3
will go a long way in making our neighborhoods safer places to live by
relieving the need for cut through traffic. Individuals who have been
forced to cut through our neighborhoods to find congestion relief will
find they no longer need to leave 1-405 to find that relief.

We applaud your efforts to date and hope that you will continue to
support proposals that will provide for critical congestion relief to our
region. We would also encourage you to stand strong against those
individuals who have attempted to subvert the process that you have
so carefully created; a process that should bring you national

acclaim.

Finally, we would also like to share our support for those comments
made by the Bellevue Chamber of Commerce. Together the BDA and
the Chamber have worked hard to find transportation solutions that
provide the necessary relief for our Eastside business community.
Thank you for listening to our thoughts.

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS
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Comment

Response

L2

TR

1

Walfred J. Larson
4632 154th PI, SE
Bellevue, WA 98006
Agency: Public

| have just received a copy of the Citizens Guide to the 1-405 Corridor
Program” It is a very pretty brochure, and a nice presentation of many
of the factors to be considered in improving traffic flor in the Seattle
Metropolitan Area.

However, it does absolutely nothing to REDUCE the rush hour traffic
flow, OR to understand the basic parameters of that flow. You will
never solve current traffic problems with this half-way approach. Ask
Chicago, Los Angeles, Paris, New York, Boston, ad infinitim about their
success with ever inrcreasing pavement programs.

| strongly suggest you gain the ear of some smart DOT beaurocrats
who understand System Engineering and start a sensible data
collection/analysis/synthesis/final design program!!!!

The Preferred Alternative and Alternatives 3 and 4 reduce traffic
congestion on 1-405 to levels that are below current levels in 2020,
despite a 50 percent increase in travel demand in the corridor.
Alternative 2 makes modest improvements in congestion along 1-405.
None of the alternatives reduces the congestion levels to zero.

L2

TR

Walfred J. Larson
4632 154th PI, SE
Bellevue, WA 98006
Agency: Public

Current Situation

* Morning and Afternoon Traffic (and other times) Plagued by The
Slows 1!

* Many Cures’Under Consideration

- Light Rail, Heavy Rail, Monorail, Buses, New Roads, Flow
Improvements

* All Rails & New Roads Costly and Years Off: Buses & Improve Less
So

* Data Base to Make Choices(s) Among Alternatives DOES NOT
EXIST

* Exisiting Freeway/Arterial/Road Infrastructure OK for Non-Rushhour,
very inefficiently used during Rushhour!!!

The 1-405 alternatives address many of the points you raise.

L2

SOL

Walfred J. Larson
4632 154th PI, SE
Bellevue, WA 98006
Agency: Public

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS

Three Step Action to Solution

* First develop an Area-Wide Traffic Flow Data Base (Everet to
Auburn)

- Survery & Record ALL Predictable Trips (by address, time LV origin,
ARR destination, LV destination, ARR origin) in Computer Memory.
KuD!!

* Second develop a program matching four near
address/time/destination trips

- Heavy PR in local newspapers/major employers to encourage car
pools

- Arrange compatible work schedules (works @ Pentagon!)

- Send matches (by 7 digit ZIP code?) directly to candidates with
explanation and PR

- Incentives offered.. ? THIMK!
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The expanded TDM program contained in the Preferred Alternative
includes measures to encourage ride sharing, and could accommodate
several of your other suggestions. For a full description of the
alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and why it was
advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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* Third use data base to analyzed the REAL potential loads and need
for new rails, buses, and roads. Defer locked in decision for a year (18
months?)

Rational

* Problem Unsolvable Without Reducing Cars on Road!!! (See Los
Angeles, Paris, London, Mexico City, ad infinitim)

* There must be a major shift in urban public attitude toward cars and
public transportation

* Car Pools low cost, immediate, reduce traffic and polution and gas
consumption

* Once established, data base can be KUD easily, and modified
outcomes to users released often (quarterly during buildup, annually
after)

* MUST AVOID STAMPEDE BY ROAD & RAIL BUILDERS AND
COIN-OPERATED POLITICIANS

L2 0 1 Walfred J. Larson PS: Since when are SUVs urban transport vehicles? Do we really have | Thank you for your comment.
4632 154th PI, SE to have big parking lots around high schools so 16-18 year old children
Bellevue, WA 98006 | can drive to school? RAISE DRIVING AGE TO 18!
Agency: Public
L3 0 1 Renay Bennett The overwhelming majority of the people who spoke about I-405 were | Thank you for your comment.
826 108th Ave. S.E. adamantly opposed to any new general-purpose lanes. There were
Bellevue, WA 98004 | only three people who spoke in favor of this proposed alternative; the
Agency: Public President of the Eastside Chamber of Commerce, the President of the
Renton Chamber of Commerce and one citizen.
L3 TR 1 Renay Bennett The many studies that have been done about road building have finally | Additional lanes would not be gridlocked. The Preferred Alternative and

826 108th Ave. S.E.
Bellevue, WA 98004
Agency: Public

reached the citizens. By and large, the findings are the same; more
roads bring more traffic. Adding lanes on I-405 will never fix our
problems. Even with the future forecasted growth, which | believe is in
error, additional lanes would be gridlocked when completed. This fact
is not disputed. Billions of taxpayer dollars and we would be right
where we are in 20 years. This money would be better spent on fixing
chokepoints and improving transit, whatever form of transit that may
take. We should be taking a long-term look at 50-100 years, not
shortsighted, short-term fixes.

Alternatives 3 and 4 reduce traffic congestion on 1-405 to levels that are
below current levels in 2020, despite a 50 percent increase in travel
demand in the corridor. Alternative 2 makes modest improvements in
congestion along I-405. None of the alternatives reduces the
congestion levels to zero. The 20- to 30-year time horizon is consistent
with established regional planning efforts. Every effort has been made
to not preclude transportation options after that point.

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS
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L3

N

1

Renay Bennett
826 108th Ave. S.E.
Bellevue, WA 98004
Agency: Public

The neighborhoods surrounding I-405 will be greatly and negatively
impacted. The noise from [-405 now at my home is awful. Adding 4
more lanes will make it unbearable — and for those of us uphill,
noisewalls dont help at all.

As shown by the number of potentially noise-affected receptors in
Table 3.2-9 of the Final EIS, traffic noise in the 1-405 corridor will
increase in the future under all of the alternatives, including No Action.
Even if the maximum noise levels do not increase, the number of hours
per day with high traffic volumes will increase.

Mitigation measures including noise walls (noise reduction) will be
evaluated as specific designs are developed for areas of the corridor.
Noise mitigation will be provided in areas of impact where topography
allows and housing density warrants their construction.

L3

AQ

Renay Bennett
826 108th Ave. S.E.
Bellevue, WA 98004
Agency: Public

The air quality is bad now, more traffic equals more pollution. The EIS
needs further refinement in its environmental analyses. These impacts
are not adequately addressed.

As evaluated in detail in the EIS, the various alternatives would have a
range of effects on regional air quality. In general, increased traffic
delay, which may result from increases in traffic volume or decreases
in capacity, results in increased pollutant emissions. Conversely,
decreases in delay, whether a result of reduced traffic volumes or
increased system capacity, result in decreased pollutant emissions.
Detailed regional transportation models were used to compute traffic
behavior over the course of the day. Pollutant emissions were
calculated by roadway segment for the entire Puget Sound Region,
then aggregated for reporting in the EIS. The Preferred Alternative is
forecast to have the next to lowest pollutant emissions of any
alternative in year 2020. See Section 3.1.4 of the Final EIS for
discussion of air quality impacts of the alternatives.

L3

FATE

Renay Bennett
826 108th Ave. S.E.
Bellevue, WA 98004
Agency: Public

There are many environmentally sensitive areas surrounding 1-405. So
sensitive, in fact, that we have Endangered Species Act restrictions.
We cannot allow, nor should we encourage further devastation to these
areas.

The EIS describes impacts to environmentally sensitive areas such as
wetlands, shorelines, wildlife and fish habitat, and others.

Impacts to these sensitive areas would occur not only under the action
alternatives, but also under the No Action Alternative. The high current
and projected rate of human population growth in the study area
appears to prevent even the No Action Alternative from avoiding all
impacts to sensitive areas. Also refer to response to comment
L38.FATE-1 (below).

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS
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Code Number Name Comment Response
L4 SOL 1 Gordon Jackie | am writing to urge your Department to adopt Alternative 5 the so- There is no Alternative 5 in the 1-405 Corridor Program Draft EIS; it is
2615 Queen Anne called “Triple Win Alternative™as described in the enclosed flyer (See assumed that you are referring to the proposal identified by Sensible
Ave.N attachment in original correspondence). It offers so many more options | Solutions for 405. Also, a preferred alternative was not identified prior
Seattle, WA 98109 at such a reduced cost that | dont think it can be ignored. It seems to to or during the time that comments were being solicited on the Draft
Agency: Public be very well thought out by people who have a great deal of practical EIS. The Preferred Alternative is similar to Alternative 3 - Mixed Mode
experience in the field and who are very committed to long-term Emphasis. For a full description of the alternatives, including the
solutions. Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2
WSDOT? preferred alternative has four very serious flaws which are of the Final EIS. Please refer to the response to comment E66.SOL-1.
explained on the flyer. Thank goodness logic has caught them in time.
| do hope rational thought will prevail over old, failed ideas.
Thank you for your attention.
L5 SOL 1 Bonnie Miller As is everyone in the Puget Sound area, | am concerned about the There is no Alternative 5 in the 1-405 Corridor Program Draft EIS; it is
6057 Ann Arbor NE effect of traffic congestion. assumed that you are referring to the proposal identified by Sensible
Seattle, WA 98115 Please enter my comment that | would prefer you to evaluate Solutions for 405. Like the Sensible Solutions proposal, the Preferred
Agency: Public Alternative 5 which is more likely to get funded, gives priority to transit | Alternative includes express and bus rapid transit and provides greater
and has only two new lanes instead of four, and encourages trip emphasis for transportation demand management, trip reduction, and
reductions through incentives. transit-oriented development. For a full description of the alternatives,
including the Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please
see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS. Please refer to the response to
comment E66.SOL-1.
L6 ALT 1 Wallace E. Alder The City of Bellevue Neighborhood Networks North and South Support | The preliminary preferred alternative was the result of a non-binding

13809 S.E. 52nd PI
Bellevue, WA 98006
Agency: Westwood
Homeowners Assoc

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS

of Preliminary Preferred Alternative Three to Improving 1-405
To the Executive Committee of the Washington State Department of
Transportation’s I-405 Corridor Program.

As members of our neighborhood community associations who have
been active in Bellevue s Neighborhood Networks North and South, let
us thank you for involving our communities in the work you have done
of the past two years identifying the need to reduce congestion and
increase mobility on 1-405. Your effort to evaluate a wide variety of
options, including detailed financial analysis of the choices before us,
and involve all of the communities along the corridor provides a model
for future projects by WSDOT.

We appreciate that you e now presented to the public four alternative
plans for improving 1-405. We hope that all concerned citizens take the
opportunity to review the Draft Environmental Impact Statement issued
by the corridor program, and evaluate the options presented to the
public.
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polling of the I-405 Corridor Program Executive Committee in January
2001. The preliminary preferred alternative was based on information
provided in the available expertise reports and preliminary feedback
from the Steering Committee and Citizens Committee.

Alternative 3 - Mixed Mode Emphasis, is similar to the preliminary
preferred alternative; however, there are several important differences.
The preliminary preferred alternative also included: a high-capacity
transit system in the central 1-405 corridor; up to two additional general
purpose lanes in each direction on SR 167 from [-405 south to SW
43rd Street in Renton; preservation of the Burlington Northern Santa
Fe (BNSF) Railroad right-of-way for a future transportation corridor; a
pedestrian trail in the BNSF right-of-

way; and continued analysis of regional pricing and managed/tolled
lanes.
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Leaders in our Neighborhood Networks have had the opportunity to
serve on the citizen committee which has worked to help produce
these alternatives. They have kept us informed on the progress of the
corridor program, and we remain committed to staying engaged in
future efforts to see these improvements become realities.

Based on our review of the work you have done, we lend our support to
Alternative Three, the Preliminary Preferred Alternative. We believe it
provides the best mix of increased lane capacity and multi-modal
improvements for making the I-405 corridor safer, more
environmentally friendly and less congested.

Families living along the 1-405 corridor — whether they use its roads for
commuting, running errands or simply have to deal with the cut-through
traffic that clogs our neighborhood streets — are well aware of the need
to start work on the comprehensive plan to fix the problems we face.
We cannot afford to let this opportunity to improve this corridor pass us
by.

In conclusion, we appreciate all the work done by the hundreds of
citizens and elected leaders who have been engaged in this process.
We sincerely hope that you will validate that work by approving
Alternative Three as the Preferred Alternative when you vote on this
subject in October.

The Preferred Alternative also is similar to Alternative 3. For a full
description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.

L7

SOL |1

Dennis R. Neuzil
2307 — 94th Ave NE
Bellevue, Washington
98004

Agency: Public

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS

| want to thank the Department and its consultants for the extensive
studies performed for several alternatives for the Corridor Program and
an excellent public outreach effort throughout the course of the study.
Nevertheless | believe that two additional alternatives warrant major
study by the project team and so recommend. Any comprehensive
program of corridor transportation improvements will be a huge and
costly undertaking with many potential impacts regardless which
alternative is selected for implementation. This is particularly so in the
case of the very high-cost Alternative 3 — the DEIS’ preferred
alternative and its heavy emphasis on the addition of four general
purpose traffic lanes (two in each direction), which would undesirably
cater to and promote an exceedingly high level of single-occupancy
vehicle travel.
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A preferred alternative was not identified prior to or during the time that
comments were being solicited on the Draft EIS. The Preferred
Alternative identified in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS is similar to
Alternative 3 - Mixed Mode Emphasis. Bus rapid transit operating in
improved access HOV lanes is evaluated and proposed as part of
Alternative 3 and the Preferred Alternative. The capacity added to I-
405 would help to reduce congestion and improve mobility across all
transportation modes. There is no Alternative 5 in the 1-405 Corridor
Program Draft EIS. Also, please refer to the response to comment
E66.SOL-1.
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Accordingly, | urge the program team to carefully and thoroughly
develop and assess the alternative — called by some Alternative 5 and
proposed by Sensible Solutions at the Bellevue hearing. Among major
capital elements of that alternative are:

1. The addition of one general purpose or managed traffic lane in each
direction south of 1-90

2. Acquisition and development of the conversion of the BNSF rail line
right-of-way for frequent, all-day rapid transit or express bus service. |
recommend that study of this facility also address its northward
extension to |-5 via the SR-527 or 1-405 corridor.

L7 SOL |2 Dennis R. Neuzil
2307 — 94th Ave NE
Bellevue, Washington
98004

Agency: Public

The second new alternative which | recommend be studied is a major
variation on Alternative 3 and which adds new traffic lanes in the
following manner:

1. A new general purpose lane in each direction south of 1-90 only.

2, A new managed lane in each direction for the entire length of the
project. This lane would be placed adjacent to the existing HOV lane
and both lanes set off from the general purpose lanes by a flush or
raised separator strip, with limited access via HOV/managed-lane-only
ramps and a limited number of mainline access points from the general
purpose roadway. This managed lane-pair (one pair of lanes in each
direction) would serve HOV'S and possibly a carefully limited number of
SOV's (and possibly high-performance commercial vehicles which do
not impede the flow of automobiles in the managed lane-pair) which
pay a high toll fee to help underwrite the cost of the project.

Additional lanes on I-405 south of I-90 are considered as part of the
Preferred Alternative and Alternatives 2, 3, and 4. The managed lane
concept is being examined along the length of 1-405 as part of
Alternative 4. For a full description of the alternatives, including the
Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS.

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS
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Code Number Name Comment Response
L8 ALT 1 Suzette Cook The Greater Renton Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors met on | The Preferred Alternative does not include a change in the current use
300 Rainier Ave. N. September 20 to discuss the EIS and proposed alternative solutions. It | of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad right-of-way. The I-405
Renton, WA 98055 unanimously endorsed Alternative #3 with the emphasis on mixed Corridor Program Executive Committee sent a letter expressing
Agency: Greater mode: a Bus Rapid Transit system with expanded bus service, two support for preservation of the BNSF right-of-way and corridor to the
Renton Chamber of additional general-purpose traffic lanes each direction on [-405, and appropriate agencies. For a full description of the alternatives,
Commerce widening SR-167. including the Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please
While the Board of Directors supports Alternative #3, the Board wishes | see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
to make clear its opposition to use of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe
right-of-way for preservation of future transportation opportunities. The
Burlington Northern Santa Fe line runs through the middle of downtown
Renton and through the Kennydale and south Renton residential
neighborhoods, affecting such regional recreational amenities as Gene
Coulon Park and the Lake Washington trail system. Use of this right-of-
way would be in conflict with the Corridor Program’s stated goals:
| Enhance livability for communities within the corridor; and
| Seek opportunities to enhance environmental quality.
L9 SOL 1 Susan Huenefeld I live at the intersection of S.E. 8th and 112th Ave. S.E. We have Please refer to the response to comment L3.N-1. The Preferred
1002 111th Place constant noise from 405. Residents from my neighborhood have Alternative would provide a bus rapid transit system operating in
S.E. repeatedly requested that the noise be mitigated, but nothing has been | improved access HOV lanes and an approximately 70 percent increase
Bellevue, WA 98004 | done and the noise levels continue to rise. Adding more lanes to 405 in transit service, as well as up to two additional lanes in each direction
Agency: Public will only exacerbate the noise pollution problem. on 1-405. For a full description of the alternatives, including the
Mass transit is a better way to deal with the gridlock on 405. It costs Preferred Alternative and why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2
less both financially and environmentally. of the Final EIS.
L10 |ENR |1 Virginia Gunby Currently 43% of the oil for the U.S. is supplied from within our country. | Estimated energy consumption associated with the different
2540 N.E. 90th St The balance, 57%, is from foreign sources, one third from the middle- alternatives is described in Section 3.3 of the Draft EIS.
Seattle, WA 98115 east. Our U.S. consumption is growing at an annual rate of 5%, which
Agency: Public is unsustainable and dangerous to our country’s economy and
international security.
L10 | TR 1 Virginia Gunby We can conserve and reduce the growth of oil consumption through The TDM element included in each alternative includes substantial

2540 N.E. 90th St
Seattle, WA 98115
Agency: Public

planning and building facilities that will move people. A plan for using
vanpools, carpools, transit services, and concentrating eastside
development into mixed-use urban centers and neighborhoods, and
living closer to where we work, is not given consideration in this DEIS.

increases in vanpools throughout the study area, plus a major element
to try and effect how land is developed, including incentives to
encourage jobs/housing balance. The Preferred Alternative and
Alternatives 1 through 3 include substantial increases in transit
services. Please note that Alternative 1 would not meet the adopted
purpose and need for the 1-405 Corridor Program because of its
inability to provide meaningful long-term improvement in general
purpose mobility, freight mobility, or reduction in foreseeable traffic
congestion. The bhasis for this conclusion is discussed in greater detalil
under operational impacts in Section 3.12.4.2 of the Final EIS.

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS
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L10 | ROW |1 Virginia Gunby There are fatal flaw issues relating to recommending a ‘Preferred A preferred alternative was not identified prior to or during the time that
2540 N.E. 90th St Alternative™at the “streamlined” Programmatic DEIS level. It is comments were being solicited on the Draft EIS. This EIS examines
Seattle, WA 98115 premature. There needs to be much more technical analysis comparing | impacts at a programmatic corridor level so that decision-makers can
Agency: Public the various alternatives in detail before conclusions or preferred choose the most acceptable alternative that meets the program
alternatives can be chosen to be implemented after the project level purpose and need. If a decision and analysis were to be made only at
EIS process. The eastside community needs to have the details of the | the project level, there might not be adequate flexibility for large-scale
estimated $1 Billion dollar project costs for displaced housing and adjustments. The displacements are estimates that provide a good
businesses, of between 260 to 480 estimated units, that the various basis for comparison among the alternatives. At the project level,
alternatives will impact or take for proposed I1-405 revisions. details at site-specific locations will become more meaningful.
Because these projects will occur over a relatively long time frame, and
because conditions may change at site-specific locations, doing a more
detailed analysis at the project level is most prudent.
L10 | LU 1 Virginia Gunby Another major concern is that the Puget Sound Regional Councils The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) model was chosen for land

2540 N.E. 90th St
Seattle, WA 98115
Agency: Public

travel and land use model used for this study is obsolete in comparison
with current new models used in Oregon and California regions. An
updated model incorporating the effects of updated local Growth
Management Plans, Destination 2030 policies plus increased
HOV/transit accessibility on alternative land development patterns
needs to be incorporated into a Supplemental Programmatic 1-405
DEIS. There are also significant discrepancies between Destination
2030 Performance Measures, Table 3.32-9 on page 3.32-45 and the
proposed I-405 DEIS alternatives, that need to be resolved.

use analysis for the following reasons:

PSRC is recognized by the Federal Highway Administration as the
Regional Metropolitan Planning Organization and is charged with
transportation and land use consistency for federal funding through the
adoption of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP).

The local and regional jurisdictions have used this regionally adopted
model for the identification and analysis of projected growth and
population allocations for purposes of compliance with the Growth
Management Act (GMA).

The regionally adopted model is widely considered technically valid
and any future adjustments to the model would be reflected in the
MTP.

This model has been the basis of land use analysis for the regionally
adopted VISION 2020 and Destination 2030, including policy guidance
for growth in the four-county area (King, Kitsap, Pierce, and
Snohomish).

The PSRC model is the FHWA and regionally accepted model. PSRC
is currently evaluating that model as part of its regional updates. Itis
assumed the commenter is referring to Table 3.23-9 on page 3.23-45
of the Draft EIS. Although at first glance it may appear that there is a
discrepancy in Table 3.23-9, it simply provides a comparison of the
region-wide versus study area performance measures. The study area
covers only 21 percent of the regional population and provides 24
percent of the region trips.

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS

CR-20




Code Number Name Comment Response
L10 | TR 2 Virginia Gunby California’s Governor Gray Davis In August 2001 announced that the The Preferred Alternative includes an aggressive TDM program aimed
2540 N.E. 90th St primacy of the automobile is over, underscoring a fundamental shiftin | at maximizing incentives for carpooling, vanpooling, and transit use.
Seattle, WA 98115 transportation policy. But will there be a big shift in travel and emphasis | The I-405 Corridor Program Executive Committee also recommended
Agency: Public from “automobility”’to accessibility of community and business, and that pricing strategies be further examined at the regional level. For a
sustainability and livability based upon adopted local and regional full description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative
growth management plans? Not if the preferred alternative is built. and why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
Transit, carpools, bus rapid transit and pedestrian friendly alternatives
to the auto can only become more attractive if driving is made more
expensive through tolls, parking costs and gasoline taxes. | propose
that any rebuilt I-405 be a demonstration project to test new methods of
transportation funding that will help to manage the corridor for optimum
performance. Early research on the Translake corridor indicated
significant reductions in congestion and long-term economic benefits
by using a marketing principle that highway users pay for what they
use, (adjusting the tolls by time of day) to manage the corridor.
L10 | COST |1 Virginia Gunby All of the proposed and final programmatic alternatives should be Cost estimates were originally developed in year 2000 dollars because
2540 N.E. 90th St realistically priced at the projected estimated cost at the time of the year of expenditure and associated future construction price indices
Seattle, WA 98115 expenditure, not 2000 dollars. The 1-405 proposals are the most are unknown. These have been updated to year 2002 dollars in the
Agency: Public expensive transportation projects ever recommended in Washington Final EIS.
State. The Committees associated with any future projects must be
involved in the question of how to pay for whatever is built. There must
be an equitable, long-term source of revenue for construction and
operations, with the users paying a greater share of the cost.
L10 | SOL 1 Virginia Gunby | favor a new safe, multimodal alternative with a minimal expansion of | Thank you for your comments regarding addition of capacity and TDM

2540 N.E. 90th St
Seattle, WA 98115
Agency: Public

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS

[-405 for SOV %. Build one HOV 3+ lane each way. Convert a general
purpose lane to a tolled HOV2+ SOV lane in each direction, and
distance-based transit fares, particularly on express buses. 1-405%
TDM component should not be the same programs and costs for each
TDM alternative. Corridor TDM alternatives must give more emphasis
to providing for a range of trip reduction improvements coordinated with
the 1-90 and SR 520 inter-local Corridor Management Agreements, that
are being developed. It is a waste of effort to have TDM trip reduction
programs as a component of any alternative that has a major
expansion of SOV capacity, and TDM plans and funding should be
increased for smaller I-405 alternatives.
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programs in the 1-405 corridor. The Preferred Alternative is a
multimodal alternative with bus rapid transit system operating in
improved access HOV lanes, an approximately 70 percent increase in
transit service, and an expanded TDM program, as well as up to two
additional lanes in each direction on 1-405. For a full description of the
alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and why it was
advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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We must go beyond a Commute Trip Reduction and TDM programs
approach to integrate comprehensive plans with the fragmented
transportation plans. It is very positive step that you have included a
TDM [-405 Corridor Management Agreement in the package. This must
be developed with public and private involvement and coordination,
and include long term monitoring to assure that the programs and
agreements are implemented.

L10 | TR 3

Virginia Gunby
2540 N.E. 90th St
Seattle, WA 98115
Agency: Public

[-405% TDM component should not be the same programs and costs
for each TDM alternative. Corridor TDM alternatives must give more
emphasis to providing for a range of trip reduction improvements
coordinated with the I-90 and SR 520 inter-local Corridor Management
Agreements, that are being developed. It is a waste of effort to have
TDM trip reduction programs as a component of any alternative that
has a major expansion of SOV capacity, and TDM plans and funding
should be increased for smaller I-405 alternatives.

We must go beyond a Commute Trip Reduction and TDM programs
approach to integrate comprehensive plans with the fragmented
transportation plans.

While the effectiveness of TDM would probably vary by alternative, the
TDM program included in the Preferred Alternative includes the most
effective TDM strategies documented in the Final EIS.

L10 | O 1

Virginia Gunby
2540 N.E. 90th St
Seattle, WA 98115
Agency: Public

The recent New York attack and disaster that has followed provides
another lesson why our current transportation system that relies on
highways and airplaces is very vulnerable and needs to be more
balanced and to move people.

Thank you for your comment.

L10 | TR 4

Virginia Gunby
2540 N.E. 90th St
Seattle, WA 98115
Agency: Public

The DEIS [-405 Preferred Alternative encourages continued expansion
of single-occupant vehicle use and congestion. Any expanded SOV
capacity will be filled five years after opening. Revise the study$
mobility measures to include an ‘equitable accessibility”’measure of
household income. Massive public subsidies for highway infrastructure
have distorted the transportation market place. They have prevented
us from reflecting the true public costs and who wins and who loses!
Let not repeat the mistakes of the past, resulting in sprawl and
highway congestion, that fosters costly, low density communities with
few choices for housing, lifestyle or travel.

A preferred alternative was not identified prior to or during the time that
comments were being solicited on the Draft EIS. Refer to the response
to comment E66.SOL-1 for a discussion of effects of expanded
capacity on travel demand. The Preferred Alternative includes a
balanced program that increases transit and carpool/vanpool use, in
addition to providing expanded general traffic capacity. Like the
Sensible Solutions proposal, the Preferred Alternative also provides
greater emphasis for transportation demand management, trip
reduction, and transit-oriented development. For a full description of
the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and why it was
advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.

I-405 Corridor Program

Final EIS
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Code Number Name Comment Response
L11 | O 1 Margaret Cary Tunks | SR520: The 1-405 Corridor Program Alternative 1 - HCT/TDM Emphasis, and
submitted by B. Governor Locke has said that $4 billion is needed for more motor Alternative 2 - Mixed Mode with HCT/Transit Emphasis, both contain a
Zepeda vehicles on a bigger Lake Washington SR 520 bridge, but he did not physically separated, fixed-guideway, high-capacity transit system
4201 Via Marina #152 | give any information about the addition. potentially using some form of rail technology as described on pages 2-

Marina Del Rey, CA
90292
Agency: Public

I-405 Corridor Program

Final EIS

But the project is not valid because there is no room for more vehicle
traffic from more SR 520 lanes from the ramps at montlake/University
and at Union Bay, and I-5 is always at gridlock where SR 520 is
connected.

Governor Locke and the Legislature will not be able to build anything
on SR 520.

1-90

The Washington State Department of Transportation, (The WSDOT),
announced in 1999 than they intended to ‘teconfigure”existing 1-90:
-- Three lanes on the pre-war bridge to be configured into four lanes.
-- Five lanes on the new bridge to be reconfigured to six lanes.

But there are two important factors the negate reconfiguration of I-90:
>>>1-90 ends in downtown Seattle, (on the east side of the athletic
stadium at Dearborn and Fifth Avenue). with a ramp to Fourth Avenue,
but there is no room for more motor vehicles to come into Seattle.
>>> The Federal Department of Transportation has ruled that
reconfiguration of lanes on 1-90 only 11 feet wide will not be allowed
because they are not safe — there would be too many accidents on
them.

Rail transit does not need 12 foot wide lanes on 1-90!

Washington State Secretary of Transportation, Bill Bulley, said at his
1979 Lathan case sworn deposition that the eight lanes of I-90 could
be reconfigured to ten lanes.

AuBrey Davis was the Mercer Island Mayor when the 1971 1-90 design
was federally approved; he was the Metro Transit Committee Chairman
from 1972 to 1978; he is now in his second term on the Washington
State Department of Transportation Commission. In his sworn
deposition for the 1979 Lathan 1-90 case, Aubrey Davis set the course
for future transportation on I-90: ‘Rail would take less transit than the
middle lanes are now taking because, lacking cars, they would not
need shoulders, and by moving barriers, it would be possible to get
another lane for carpools and Mercer Island, however they wanted to
adjust it.

CR-23

1 through 2-7 of the I-405 Corridor Program Draft EIS. Please note
that Alternative 1 would not meet the adopted purpose and need for the
I-405 Corridor Program because of its inability to provide meaningful
long-term improvement in general purpose mobility, freight mobility, or
reduction in foreseeable traffic congestion. The basis for this
conclusion is discussed in greater detail under operational impacts in
Section 3.12.4.2 of the Final EIS. For a full description of the
alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and why it was
advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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All future transportation of more people and goods into and from
greater Seattle will depend on rail transit on 1-90 to and from downtown
Seattle across Mercer Island, to Bellevue, and on the 1-90 right-of-way
to Issaquah and beyond (See figure in original correpondence).
Stations will be built at intervals along the railroad, then population will
concentrate in villages, then towns, then cities will be built at the
stations, and further urban sprawl on the east side of Lake Washington
will stop.

The Law; The WSDOT Trans-Lake Washington Study has been
financed by both state and federal funds, so the WSDOT must meet
the requirements of the Federal and State Environmental Protection
Acts, [NEPA and SEPA}. for capital-funded projects: the WSDOT must
prepare the State and Federal Environmental Impact Statement, (EIS),
recording the social, economic, and environmental (SEE) effects of the
projects and of all the alternatives.

[-90 and SR 520 are in the same transportation corridor, less than 4
miles apart, and all trans-Lake Washington motor vehicle and rail
alternatives must be considered and reported in the Environmental
Impact Statement.

-405:

The people on the east side of Lake Washington are clamoring for
more highway lanes on 1-405, and Governor Locke told the 2001
Legislature that he wanted -$7 billion for two more lanes on both sides
of 30 miles of existing north/south 4-lane 1-405. The WSDOT 1-405
Corridor Program has announced that they have finished their Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for four alternatives, there would be
three public hearings, and that the 45-day comment period would end
on October 8, 2001.
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The four alternatives reported in the DEIS are on the Internet
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/I-405: All of the alternatives list transit, but
there is no listing of rail transit — all transit listed in the DEIS is bus
transit. The WSDOT has, in no way, considered transit the good old
existing Burlington Northern Railroad, the only and the most absolutely
wonderful alternative close to I-405 — rail transit on the Burlington
Northern Railroad from south of Renton, north, (between the east
shore of Lake Washington and I-405), to 1-90, on north (close to I1-405)
to Kirkland; and northeast to Woodinville and beyond. [In summer there
is a dinner train from Renton to the Columbia winery near Woodinville —
the train cars and the engine are 1950% very heavy stuff, running well
on the existing track}..

The Washington State Department of Transportation has spent billions
of dollars since 1996 in 1975-era studies of obsolete projects for more
motor vehicles: added lanes on trans-Lake Washington 1-90 and SR
520; added motor vehicle lanes on 30 miles of I-405.

All transportation decisions for the future must be made for the years
2020, 2040, and beyond, and the future of transportation in greater
Seattle will be made by the transportation of people and goods on rail
transit.

| wrote two important documents about Seattle transportation:

>> ‘Critique of the 1-90 Environmental Impact Statement”; 1976, 284
pages.; (sent to Washington State Department of Highways and
various federal offices in Washington, D.C.)

>> ‘Seattle Citizens Against Freeways, Fighting Fiercely and Winning
Sometimes’; 1996 and 1999 editions with excellent drawings by Dave
Lefebvre.

L12

ALT

John R. Valaas
P.O. Box 674
Medina, WA 98039
Agency: Public

| am writing to express my support for Alternative 3 as the Preferred
Alternative of the 1-405 Corridor Program. This region has under-
invested in its transportation infrastructure for too long. It is now time to
address the problem. Alternative 3 is a big step in that direction.

The Preferred Alternative is similar to Alternative 3. For a full
description of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative and
why it was advanced, please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.

I-405 Corridor Program
Final EIS
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L13 | ALT 1 Stephanie Adams In accordance with the call for comments regarding 1-405, | elect The Preferred Alternative does not include fixed-guidewa